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T fofe o ooy ¢ TPTR TRE FALCT TANS e[ THFOIR TR FNL
WERS[ | AT AN arroifE<s afern vo1 S wyy ey @ vt Jia AR | QU T
el fofers F0a of [eame 31, G7 SR TR IBRT SHARPHR AR JRIE I AN
=i Q=0 ¢ ©f AR LT €2 wFel Ifa A |

o @zt wwe! (Decision making skills)

ARTES SR IR (P TP STSGF G FAGIT T REAT IR RIGFOIF G
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Subject: English

Subject wise competence statement

To be able to communicate effectively using basic skills of English language for day to day
purposes, academic purpose and other specific purposes; to be able to exert creative as well as
critical insights to express aesthetically, and to appreciate English literary text; to be able to uphold
democratic practice in communication at the individual, social, national and global contexts.

Subject conceptualization

Since English is viewed as a foreign
language in Bangladesh, the K-12
curriculum of English needs to

. (@ 0
maintain a balance of focus between oy Sl %
. . vy & %
real life application and a good S AW o 0 .
. . & S GO =
understanding of the contexts in & & %, %
. . =
which the language learners are going 5 é%* %é Z
. 2
to use English. =2 - =
g z Interpretability o 3
.. . . & expression )
This diagram illustrates how English 2 a
as a subject is conceptualized in this 2

curriculum framework. The centre of
the diagram contains the core HAGUIsHG
. . norms

knowledge and skills required for a
learner. In terms of knowledge, it s

. .. . Q (e
covers linguistics rules along with Mocratic prac™
their use relevant for the local and
global contexts. One key skill,
interpretability, taps learners’ ability
to interpret and understand literal as
well as intended meaning of a given verbal or non-verbal text. Another skill is clarity of
expression, and it demands the learners’ ability to express clearly, concisely, distinctively, and
appropriately in effective communication. However, effective communication does not rely only
on any particular knowledge and sets of skills, rather it requires contextual understanding and
cultural awareness along with a democratic attitude. These three aforesaid components form a
mediating lens which leads to the idea of Intercultural Communicative Competence (ICC).

Creative expressio™

A context sensitive cultural awareness in communication denotes an empathetic attitude, and
ensures admiration and appreciation to diverse practice in communication. Consequently, a
democratic attitude on part of the language users becomes mandatory as it facilitates a mindset to
acknowledge different opinions in communication and the varied ways of expression, as well as
the readiness to articulate personal viewpoints.

In terms of English teaching-learning, as a second or foreign language, the prevalent ideas of
communicative competence has been questioned in relation to the notion of sociolinguistic
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competence. The idea of sociolinguistic competence to an extent celebrates the cultural norms and
practice embedded in English speaking society. As a matter of fact, language is not a value-free
media, rather it carries a particular culture which can create a social hierarchy in relation to English
and non-English speaking contexts. In accordance with the presentation of the language itself and
the culture associated, it is essential for learners from a non-English speaking context to have a
critical insight when learning to communicate in that particular language. That leads to the concept
of ICC and it acts like a mediating lens to regulate learner’s interpretation and expression following
the linguistic norms, and equip them to practice English in preferred manner.

Through ICC, the core knowledge and skills are mediated for the applications in three major areas
which are - real life application, sense of identity, and creative expression. Real life application
covers the practice of English in everyday communication, for academic purpose, as well as for
other specific purposes. As language is a media to exchange thoughts and emotion, learners need
to internalize aesthetic value for creative expression as well as to appreciate the beauty of
literature. Additionally, being recognized as an international language, English enables learners to
access and appreciate arts and literature from different contexts and culture across the world. Apart
from real life application and creative expression, another field of application is unveiled with the
language users’ capability to demonstrate a sense of identity in their practice. Learners' sense of
identity equips them with the ability to recognize and evaluate the linguistic norms with regard to
the power relation in a particular cultural context; and therefore, empowers them with the ability
to prefer appropriate norms over others in accordance with the context. Consequently, it enables
the learners to minimize the discriminatory aspects of linguistic practice and promote democratic
practice in communication.

It is worthwhile to mention that, existing English curriculum in primary and secondary level
promotes some of the aspects mentioned above. However, since that curriculum was not
competency based, rather mostly focused on contents, this is presumably difficult for both the
teachers and learners to relate the activities with the notion those were meant for. On that account,
this framework attempts to connect the dots and incorporate an integrated approach in order to
decipher the curricular competencies into meaningful classroom activities. This approach aligns it
with the recent global trends in ELT with reference to EFL pedagogical context; and thereby, the
tenets of critical and post-method pedagogy are contemplated and their implications are embedded
in this curriculum framework.
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Subject: English
Gradewise competency statements and learning continua

Pre- Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10
Primary
Ability to Ability to Ability to Ability to interpret Ability to express | Ability to Ability to transform Ability to explore Ability to use tonality in | Ability to interpret
experience experience associate verbal verbal and non- appropriately using | communicate with sentence structure and | different genre and text and distinguish literal and intended
different aspects | different media and non-verbal verbal verbal and non- relevance to the repair communication | appreciate the use of between facts and meaning of a text, relate
(shape, visual, in English, to expressions and communication verbal cues, and to | context, to use breakdown, to embed ornamentation in opinion, to explain different genre with

and sounds) of write alphabets, respond recognizing simple explore basic contextual clues to democratic norms with | literary text, to organization of different | their social purpose, to
English language | and to accordingly sentence structure, linguistic rule comprehend literary relevant social paraphrase and use genre, to critically critically analyze the
through different | communicate at and to express from text, and to appreciate | practices, and to create | cohesive devices, and | analyze the power power relation in
media beginner level own imagination democratic practice in | emotional connection to recognize the power | relation in communication, and to
communication with literary text relation in communication, and to internalize aesthetic
communication internalize aesthetic values
values
Ability to pick Ability to Ability to Ability to Ability to address | Ability to Ability to repair Ability to paraphrase Ability to distinguish between facts and opinion in a
words and participate in communicate communicate on other persons communicate with communication and summarize a given text
respond to small | small using simple familiar topic with appropriately in a relevance to a given breakdown relating to conversation /text

conversation

conversation

sentence structures

limited vocabulary

conversation

context

the contexts

Ability to
identify alphabet
associating with
their shapes and
phonemes

Ability to write
alphabet

Ability to
associate spelling
of familiar words
with the sound,
and to write small

Ability to recognize
and explain simple
sentence structures

Ability to explore
basic grammar
rules in a given
text

Ability to use
appropriate
vocabulary/ expression
(in form of synonyms,
antonyms, phrases,

Ability to recognize
and transform different
sentence structures

Ability to identify and
use cohesive devices in
oral/written text

Ability to devise tonality
to maintain clarity of
expression

Ability to interpret a
text considering the
source, context and
manner

sentences etc.) in accordance
with the context
Ability to explore basic | Ability to identify Ability to produce text
features in different structures and in different genre in
genre of text organizations of accordance with its
different genre social purposes
Ability to pay Ability to interpret Ability to use Ability to appreciate Ability to practice Ability to recognize Ability to critically analyze and evaluate linguistic

attention to one’s
voice and gesture
in communication

one’s voice and
gesture and relate
them to the
conversation

appropriate gesture
in verbal and/or
non-verbal
communication

democratic
atmosphere in
communication, and
participate accordingly

democratic norms in
accordance with
relevant social
practices

linguistic norms in
relation to power
relation and hierarchy
in a particular cultural
context

norms in accordance with power relation in a

particular cultural context

Ability to appreciate rhymes, stories
with visuals, music etc.

Ability to express
one’s feeling/
preferences in
simple sentences

Ability to produce
text on imaginary

topic using limited
vocabulary

Ability to express
own imagination
using verbal and
non-verbal cues

Ability to comprehend
and connect to a
literary text using
contextual clues

Ability to connect
emotionally with a
literary text and
express personal
feelings on it

Ability to appreciate
the use of stylistics and
ornamentation
(imagery, simile,
metaphor, etc.) in a
literary text

Ability to appreciate aesthetics in English literary

text, and to internalize aesthetic value in one’s own

articulation
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